i 3 PaGgE Bl
B4 /85288 23820 53@528538c [EHAMACOUNTYLAMDE TLL

TEHAMA COUNTY/CITY OF RED BLUFF
LANDFILL MANAGEMENT AGENCY

18885 Piymira Road « PO, Hox 8540

£y Red By, GA 96080

T Fhene: (530) 528-1103

| \,& Vi e FAY: {530) 528-9304
by m‘:f:ﬁ.:' E-mail: iclp@itco.ney

Wl namacounbylandfil, cam

Apal 6, 2006

Bitl Brattain, '

Caltformia Regiona) Ware; CQualtty Conmol Board
Cenal Valley Region, Sacramenio Offee

12620 Sun Center Dr 2200

Concho Cordova, Ca D5670-6] | 4

Subject: Comments Regarding Draft General Waste Discharge Requirements anei
Moaitoring an RKeporrng Program for Discharges of Green Wasee for
Composting Within the Central Valley Region

Dear M2, Bratan,

Please accept the follewing comments regarding the Califormia Regional Watsr Quality Contro!
Board Draft Waste Discharge Requirements (WDRs) for composting in the Caniral Vajley.

Applicability

The February 10, 2006 notice to “Green Wiaste Composting Industry and Other ntarested
Parties™ stazes thar “The proposed Genera| WDRs would apply to existing facilines and any
future faeilities Meeling cerialn eriteria that plan to condugt ETecn waste composting in our
region.” Throughout the draft WDRs, however, the phrase “'green waste operalions” are wsed. In
ying to decipher the Regional Board's intent, I referred to Attachment A of the Draft WDRs,
and found the following definition for “composting.” [ have added italics to an area of particulsr
HOpOTTance. I
“Composting,” means the mologieal deccn'}pnsiﬁcn and stabilization of organic materials under
conditions that impede the escape of mologically produced heat to the point that pertions of the
matetial exceed 50 degrees Celsius 1122 deizrees Fahrenheit), The term includes activities that use
this process 0 produce & fing) product that is stable, fee of pathogens and viable plant setds, and
that can be beneficially applied to land. The term also includes, and this Order appliss 10, an
accwmwlation of at least 300 cubic yards gf green wasie. including that producegd & chipping or
grinding, if such acoumulation rematns on-site for more thun seven days and undesy conditions
Where the composting process has occurrad. or is likely in ocour, whether or nop intentionally.

Thus, it appears that the Draft WDEs apply not only to compost facilities or Proposed compost
factlities, but also to any facility that stockpiles green waste as part of its operation, due 10 the
patertial for hological decomposition. In effect, despite the Regiona! Bosrds asgertion, these
Draft WDRs will affect facilities that stockpile green waste for Alternative Daily Cover (ADC),
as well as for cogeneration and zrosion control [ the Regional Board's intent is 1o apply the
WDRs 10 facilities that Stockpile mreen waste, the title of the WDR should be changed to more
accurately reflect that miore than Just compeost facilities are Dbeing subject to regulation,
Addittonally; the mailing list used by the Regional Board to notify “inmerested parties” only
m¢ludes the compos: industry, iocal enforcement agencies, and what looks to be facilines that
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currently have compost operations. As 2 suieestion. Regional Board staff should maje an effont
10 aiso notify “potentially afiecied [acihines whuch would include facilities thas stockpile meen
waste not speeifically for use in COMpeatlng.

Impact of Deaft WDRs

The Tehama County/Red Biuss Landfill Manapemen: 4 genicy for several yedrs has had a desire 1o
begm some leve] of composting as an addition to Tehamy County’'s AB939 programs. For the
past several vears, | have watted for the rrit WDRS, in grder to begin planning for & future
COmpost operation, which has been noted in the Agency's AB939 Annual Report to the California
Integrated Waste Managemen: Board. Having seen the Drafi WDRs, however, I can sav that o
smzll volume compos: operation in Tehama Caunty will likely never happen due to the extreme
PrEscriptive requirements that are Proposec. Repardless of size. compost facilities would require
composite-lined retention basins designed for 100 vear flood events, run-on/run-off control. and
eoncrete or asphalt pads with | percent slopes for stockpiling gresn waste and COMmpost. and
monitoning/control of leachate. The Regional Board. in the information sheet states *.__ this
General Order provides g streamimed. low-cost means of regulating these simiiar discharges,”
however, it iz unlikely that the Tehama County/Red Blufe Landfill could ever crears the
coonomies of scale that would be NECEssary 1 compost green Waste without signifioant increases
to uger fees. The Draft WDRs will not be 5 "low cost means” to regulate CoOmposting in Tehama
County, as stated in the Remonal Board's information sheet.

Additionally. the impact of the Draft WDRs will be significantly mare burdensome {f they apply
to all green waste stockpiles greater than SO0 cubie yards thar have & possibility of undergoing
decomposition, rather than Just compost facilities. This would create a disincentive 1o collect
Ereen waste for cogeneration i Tehama County, where signiificant quantities are required 1o
contract with 2 vendor for prinding and removal. Instead. all green waste would most likely go
immediately o the landfill either as Wwaste or a5 Alternative Diaily Cover.

In conclusion, I believe the Draft WDRs a3 Written ere vague as Lo the facilities that would be
tegulated. and [ would like to he included on mailing lists for furyre notices on this topic, at the
letterhead address Additionally, the Draft WDRs as written, wil; significanc)y impact the
economics of green waste activities in Telama Counry. with fittle or no envirénmental benefit
Thank you for the Opportunity o comment. If you have any queslions, | can be reached ar 570).

S2E-1103.
incerely, :I:
Alan Abbs
Solid Waste Pirector

CC:  Directors, Tehama County/Red Bluff Landfil) Management Ageney
Bill Goodwin, County of Tehuma
tohn Blackiock, City of Red Bluff
Allan Fleming, Tehama County Environmental Health
Joe Coradetti, Waste Connecrions
lerry Hughes, Waste Connections
Katie Bowman, Regional Water Quality Control Board. Redding Office




